ITHe£E 


DIVINE LIGHT 
Chriſt ir in Man, 


AND HIS 


Truly confeſled by the 


People called Muakers, 
I'N 


A Brief and Gentle Examination of 
Fohn Norrzs his Two Treatiſes 
concerning the Divine Light. | 


Intended to wipe off his undue Refle- 
Qtion of Groſſneſs and Confuſion on the 
Quakers Notion of the Light within, 


WITH 
A POSTSCRIPT tw J.N. 


" By G.W.'a Servant of Chri#t. 
Ye believe in God believe alſo in me,]o. 14-1, 


London : Printed for Thomas Northcon, in George+ 
yard in Lombard-ſtreer, 1692. * 


_—— 


The Divine Light of Chriſt in Man 
and his Mediation, truly confeſſed 
by the People called Quakers. 


Having had the opportunity lately to per- 

uſe two Treatifes concerning the Divine 
Light, wherein the. ſame Light as it is 

in Man is very much acknowledged and 
confeſt unto by the Author, heyond many if not 
moft under his circumſtances in our day, but 
withal finding that the People called Quateys 
are unduly charged by himas I apprehend, T hat 
they do confine the Light, as to the At of 11. 
lamination, to certain Men, or to Men of a cer- 
tain Order, namely their own Party, And that 
they make the Light within to be a Creature, 
yea a Material Creature, p. 23, 7$, 1ſt Treat. 
and p, 15, 2d Treat. We the ſaid People be- 
ing thus charged ſo manifeftly contrary to onr 
hncere Relief, free and open, and frequent Pro- 
feſhon and Teſtimony of and for the Divine 
Light of Chrift, bortvas it is in all Men or Man- 
kind; and as it is increated Supernatural/and 
Divine. This gave me occation the more care- 
fully and narrowly to inſpett the ſaid two Trea- 
tiſes of the Divine Light, and to-:confider from 
what General Dotrins or Pofitions as held by 
the People called Qudters, the Author could with 
any colour of reaſon deduce fiich Conſeq uences 
upon usthe ſaid People, as ſo confining the Aﬀ 
of Illnmination only to thoſe of our own Par- 
ty, and that we make the Light within to be 
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but a Creature, &c. And 1 am ſare Icannot find 
any ſuch Inferences juſtly deduccable upon Us 
as a People, nor do 1 apprehend any patticular 
approved Writers among Us juſtly chargeable 
therewith, their Writings on that Subj: of 
the Lignt within and Univerſal Grace, Wc. be- 
ing duly inſpetted and impartially compared. 
Ard therefore in love to the Truth and Chri- 
ſtian Reſpett and Tenderneſs to the Author of 
the ſaid two Treatiſes, (z. e. J. N.) I had a con- 
cern upon my Spirit to give him and the World 
my Sentiments about the Matter o»j.tted and 
charged by him, according to that meaſure of 
Light and Underſtanding that God has been 
pleaſed to give me, not to raiſe controverſie 
nor to give him or any others any real offence, 
nor to cauſe or widen any Diftcrences or 
Ereaches , but rather to lefſen and compoſe 
them, wherein they may in Truth and a right 
Lnderftanding be compoſed and quieted: for 1 
have a love for the ſaid Author, and the more, 
becauſe he has ſo much confeft to the Truth of 
the Divine Loos, or Light in Man, Altho' by 
the way, .I do take notice how paſhonately and 
angrily he is pleaſed to treat our Friend &t- 
chard Yickris with ſevere Refleions,hard Chara- 
Qters and Detrattions, which I think do not 
well agree with his own Pretenſions, nor ſute 
his Circumſtances. And altho” he ſeems hardly 
to reſent ſome Reprehenlians given him by R. V. 
in his Anſwer to him, which ſhews the reaſon 
thereof, yet 1 do not find that he has got any 
real advantage againſt R. V. in point of Do- 
Qrig or Teſtimony relating to the Divine 
Light, Spirit or Grace of God, but that R. V. 
has plainly and honeſtly aſſerted Truth there- 
in ; and 1 confels it is ingenuous in F. XN. to 
Cite K, V, (o fully as he has done. 

As 
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As the People commonly called Cuakers do 
fincerely believe and confeſs the Divine and Sa- 
ving-Grace of God in Chrift to be univerſally 
free to and for all Mankind, ſo they do not confine 
the Divine Light of Chriſt as to the At of INumi- 
nation tocertain Men only, or only to Men of a cer- 
tein Order, or to their own Party only, (as undu- 
ly charged , p. 23, 75, 79. } is evident from 
their own general Confeſſion, that Chrift as 
the Divine word , or a&y@ , enlightens every 
Man coming into the World , Joh. 1. 9. which 
muft needs be an attual Enlightening 5 For 
how can it be ſaid Chriſt enlightens every Man, 
bur not attually ? What Nonſcaſc and Contra- 
dittion would this be ? 

And that R. Barclay, the Perſon charged, was 
not of the opinion ſo to confine the at/nal Iu- 
mination of this Divine Light in Man,ſee his own 
© Teſtimonies, vix. ©* For this end (that is for the 
©« Reftoration of Man) God hath communicated 
* 2nd given unto every Man a Mecalure of the 
* Light of his Son,a Mcaſure of Grace,or a Mea- 
*« ſure of the Spirit, which the Scripture expreſ- 
{« ſeth by ſeveral Names, ſometimes the Sced of 
* the Kingdom, Marth. 1 3.185,19. The Light that 
© makes all things manitcft, Fpbeſ. 5.13. The 
©« Word of God, Kom. 10. 158. or manifeſtation 
© of the Spirit given to profit withal, 1 Cor. 
« 12.7. A Talent, Math, 25. 15, . A little 
© Leaven, The Golpel preached in every Crea- 
« ture, Col. 1.23, And alſo that God in aad 
« by this Light, invites, calls, exhorts and 
« ftrives with every Man, in order to ſave them, 
&© (and is not this a plain confeſſion to its afnzl 
« j[umination in every Man ? ) which, as it is 
«* received, and not reliſted, works the ſfalva- 
© tion of all, &c, { Thus far &. B. Apvulogy, 
33%, 331-] And F, N, confeſſcth , rþ48 16- 
$pr. 
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Spivitof Truth (#bich R. B, eſteems the Light 20 
be the very ſame with) is realy and traly God, 
Pp. 66, 67. (wherein it ſeems FR. B. and F. N, 
are agreed ), A. B. allo declares of this Divine 
« Light or Maniteftation ot the Huly Spirit gi- 
© ventoevery Man to profit withal ; T hat now 
« jt were not profitable unto them, if it did 
* not ftrive with ther in order toconvert them. 
Thus R: B. fol. 46, And that the Light of 
«Chritt in a Turk, if minded, wou!d reprove 
* him buth for committing Fornication and for 
« [46latry. -— And that there is a poſhbility of 
« Salvation toevery Man during the day of his 
© Vihration -— whith comes upon . all at cer- 
« tain times and ſeaſons, wherein zt (1, e. the 
* Light or Grace of Gui) works powerfully 
«* upon the Soul, mightily tenders and breaks 
« it, at which times, if Man rchiſt it not, but 
« cloſe with it, he comes to know ſalvation by 
* it. And moreover, concerning the Lights 
« @pzration in the Hearts of alt Men, &, B. 
« faith, That as the Grace an1 Light in all is 
© {ſuthcient to fave all, and of its own nature 
* wan'd ſave 41, ſv it ſtrives and wreftles with 
* all for to ſave them; he that refiſts its tri» 
« yings is the cauſe of his own condemnation 3 
4 he that refilts it not, | it beccmes” his falva- 
** tion. '| Thus R. 8, in bis Apology, fol. 335, 
39, 340. ] an the like in fol. 354. * And of 
+ them. who live ateaſe in their ſins, "tis be- 
© cauſe their Deedsare evil, that with one con- 
« ſ-nt they rejett this Light, for (ſaich he) it 
*« checks rhe Wiſeft of them a'l and the Learn- 
« eſt of them all in ſecret, it reproves them : 
©* neirher.can all their Logzick filence it,. nor 
'« can the ſecureft among them ſtop its voice 
« from ctyinz ant reproving them within, for 
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« of Chrift, or of what he kath (uttered out- 
« wardly tor them ; for, as hath been often ſaid 
« jn 4 day, it ftrives with al, wreftles with all; 
«< and it's the unmortified Nature- in the Wi- 
« ſeft, in the Learnedeſt, Tc. that denies this, 
« that deſpiſes it, that ſhuts it out to their own 
« condemnation , they come all under this de- 
« ſcription , Every one that doth Evil, baterb the 
«« I iobt, neither cometh to the Light, left bis deeds 
« ſhould be reproved, Joh. 3. 20. 4poloyy, f. 355. 

Thus far R. Barclay, with rauch more ot this 
kind in his Works, which | forbear farther to 
recite here, being 1 think ſuthcient to eviace 
to any rational and intelligent perſon, that he 
did not (nor do any of us) confine the Light 
of Chriſt within (in reference to the At of 11 
tuminasion or Enlightening) to certain Men, or 
to ourſelves only, but the kxow/adge and expe- 
rience of its more powerful operation unto lal- 
vation and deliverance of Man from Sin and 
Satan, is only effeftually receiv'd and expe- 
rienc'd in them who return inward unto and 
obey this Divine Light of Chrift within when 
it unavoidably convitts and reproves them af 
Sin end Cranſgreſhon, Chrift being the Authu 
ot Eternal Salvation to them that obey him 
tho' he attually enlightens all, he laves only 
them that helieve and obey him. And that 
R. Barclay did not helieve this Divine and $a- 
ving-Light to be a Creature, as is interred upon 
him, and the Ouaters for his ſake, pray oblerve 
bis own Teftimony, Ap#leey, fol. 798. viz. That 
the Quakers exbore People to believe in a meer Crea- 
ture, 154 meer Caliunny, ((aith KR. B,) 

But now what ground has F. . to charge 
the Quakers with confining the Light within, as 
to the Att of IN)umination, as aforeſaid ? For 
I hnd no real cauſe he bas thus to charge us 
trom 
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from R, B. his ſpeaking of the natural con«i- 
« tion of Man, as fallen, degenerate, dead, and 
« deprived of the ſenſation or feeling of this 
« inward Teftimony of the Secd of Goo, and 
« as ſubjett to the power, nature and ſeed of 
« the Serpent — and that Man, as he is in this 
« ftate, carrknow nothing aright, and that his 
« thoughts and conceptions concerning God 
«* and things ſpiritual are unprofitable to him- 
« ſelf and others, until he be diſ-joined from 
« this Evil Seed, and united to the Divine 
« Light, P. 8. Apol. fol. 310. And that this 
« holy, ſubftantial Seed many times lyes in 
« Man's Heart, as a naked Grain in ſtony 
« Ground, Apol. fol. 334. Obſerve, Whence 
it does not follow, Thet wicked Men who have th 
Light really and truly in them, yet are nor aftually en- 
lighten'd by it, nor yet that it les dormant in them, 
{as is inferred, p. $3.) For tho” natural, depe- 
nerate Man, dead in fins, and wicked, hard- 
hearted Men, have not the true ſenſe and 
knowledge of the Divine Light ir ſelf, it fol- 
lows not, that they are not at all or in any ſenſe 
aftually enlightened by it ; for whea they are 
at any time convicted and reproved of evil, 
judged and condemned in themſelves for thei; 
wickedneſs and evil deeds, and excited to the 
contrary,they are thereby ſo far aftually enligh- 
tened, tho' they know not that Light it ſelf,nor 
what it is that doth ſo convitt, reprove, and 
condemn them 5, the Spirit of Truth reproves 
the World of Sin, &c. yet they neither accept 
nor ſee it, (as they ought to do) and the Spirit 
many tinges blows or breaths upon them, yet 
they know not whence it comes, nor whither 
it goes, nor really what it is, tho" it does aftu- 
ally viſit and enlighten them 5 the Sun ſhines 
and the Rain falls atually upon the "_——_ 
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barren Ground; ſo the Lord cauſeth bs Sun a+ 
ftually to ariſe upon the evil and the good, and 
the Rain to fall upon the juit and unjuſt. And 
ſome grow paſt feeling and become judicially 
harden'd through their rebellion and preſump- 
ruous finning againſt the ag How of ten u the 
Candle of the wicked put out, how oft is deſtruftion 
upm bim ? *Tis therefore often lighted. 

Concerning what F. N. is pleaſed to impute 
to the Quakers in general , viz. That they do not 
hold their 1 ight to be the very Subſtance and Efence 
of th- Deity, p. 39. Herein he is miſtaken of 
the People call'd Cuzt-rs, who profefs God to be 
our Light and Szlvation. And 1 think his particulac 
Inftance from Robert Burclay, impartially conſider- 
ed and compared with other Inftances of his, 
will fall ſo far ſhort of proving the Charge upon 
the Quak-rs, that the contrary will appear for him 
and the Quakers in this caſe. His laftance for 
proof is, viz, That 

Mr. Barclay (aith, By this Seed, Grace and Word 
of God and Light wherewith we ſay every Man is &n« 
lightened and bath a meaſure of it, which ftrives with 
th-m in order to ſave them, and which may by the flub- 
boynneſs aud wickedneſs of Man's will be quenched, 
bruiſed,wounded,prifſed down, flain and crucified ; We 
underſtand nor the proper Eſſence and Nature of God 
preciſely taken *, but a ſpirirual, beavenly and fnvi- 
fible Principle, in which God, as Father, Son and Help 
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* That is, as to his own diltint, intire Eſſence, rorely 
coalideres, without relation to Man, or to the Suffering 
Ns: ure or Spirit of the Min Chritt Jelus, who Infferce as 
Mau, but nut as God. 1. Pray wit is it theo rn Malls 
that i« or may be ſob:u fed wouvled, prefſed dow 146, av 
RB. fiith? # Can?. N: fay *tis the Proper Eflence of 
God preciſely ta\en? 43 What is the Seed the $01 of Man” 
ſows 10 Mens hearts? Matt. 13. 4: Andisno:hmg ef the 
lcavenly Man Clirilt 'r.j: ) Pray coeolider. Y od 
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Ghoſt dwells; 4 meaſure of which divine and glorious 
life is in all Men « a $ted, &c, — and this we cal 
Vehiculum Dei, or the Spiritual Body of Chr ift, the 
Fleſh and Blood of Cbrift which came down from Bex- 
ven, P- 27,35. On which }. YN. obſerves thus, 
vig. I think "tis —_ from this accorms Mr. Barclay 
gives of the Light, that tbo" jr be a Subſtance, yet "tis 
not the ſame with, but redlly diſt int from the ſubſtance 
of God, for "tis not Deus, but Vehiculum bei. 
( Thus far F. N._) | 
Ar, 1. By the way, (being ſcnſible where the 
ſtreſs of his Objcftivn lyes, and what Words it 
moft here pinches upon) 1 do fincerely propoſe, 
That the Divine Light, 2%y@, or Word of God, 
cannot be confined to thoſe or any ſuch Explica- 
tions'ſhere 0bjefted) in a ftrift or literal ſenſe; 
neirher ſhall I inſiſt gpon the. ſame; I F.N, 
ſhould write another Book (or more) thereof, 1 
ſhall rot conteſt with him about varieties .of 
Words and Terms (which he may have and know 
far more of than 1) but for Things aid Subſtance, 
knowing that the Light is "my comprehenſive 
and large in its extent, and ſignification. 'Tis ſaid 
that God is Light, and Chriſt is the Light, and the 
Law is Light, and the Commandment a Lamp, and 
the Word both a Light and Lenthorn. By which 
manner of ſpeaking, it may then be ſaid,the ord 
is both the Zight and its own Pebicle, And then 
why may not Chriſl”s Spiritual Body which came 
down from Heaven, as well be a Light, as Life, A- 
liment or Food to the Soul? or as wuly as the 
Saints be the Jight of the World (inftrumentally) 
or Light in the Lord, who enlightens them ? Is 
not Chrift intirely in all reſpefts « Light, as well 
as all other Spiritual Good to the Soul ? For 
Chrift is not divided, 
Anſ. 2. *Tis certain, that God is Light (even 
the Fountain and Fulneſs of all true Divine 
Light) 
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Light) and in him is-no darkneſs at all ; and he 
hath ſhined in our hearts, to give us the light of 
the Knowledge of his Glory in the Face of Chrift 
Jeſas our Mediator and Way to the Father ; 
God is our Light and Salvation in Chi ift. There 
fore for any to ſuppoſe R. B, or the £cuatrrs to 
hold or intend, that the Divine Logos, Word, or 
tae {ight, which enlightens all Men, Job. 1. is 
not the Divine Efſence, or not of the Being or 
Subſtance of God, is wrongfully to ſuppoſe, that 
they oppoſe or deny the plain Teftimony of 
Jobn the Evangeliſt , which expreſly faith, /n the 
Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and that Word was God, rhe ſame was in the 
Beginning with God ; and that In it was Life, and 
the Liſe was the Light of Men, Joh. 1. . Which 
Light therefore was of the very Eſſence and Sub- 
ſtance of the Deity. 'Tis certain that Jeſus Chrift 
as God enlightens all Men, and as he is God and 
the heavenly Man he enlivens and quickens the 
true Believers and regenerates them into his own 
heavenly Image, 1 Cor. 15. 45. Pjal. 119. 25, 
37, 40, 50, $3, 93, 147, 154 Verſes. And 1 am 
ſure AR, B. and the People called Quakers, are (6 
far from oppoſing or denying this Goſpel-truth, 
that both they and he do fincerely own, believe, 
and confeſs it. See R. B.'s own Teſtimony, in 
his Works, quoted fol. 11, where he exprelly 
ſaith, © Chriſt is near umo every oxe, for in him 
*© welive and move and have our being; and this 
© nearneſs of his unto all Men in a day, is more 
« (j,e.) to them than the general preſence,in re- 
ſpett whereof he abides with all the works of his 
hands, forafmuch as he is in them to enlighten 
« them that they may belicve, John 1. 9, &c, 
Whence 'tis plain, that here he owns Chriſt, and 
even as God alſo, to be that true Light in all 


Men: Ard likewiſe in fo!. 63. &, 8. owns even 
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what his oppoſer grants, . namely , © That the 
« Light is in all Men, and that Chriſt is in all 
« Men, in lo far as his Light is in all Men, con- 
« fefſhing Chriſt's Light to be in all Men, even in 
*© ſuch as are not ia Union with him, adding, 
© 'T hat where the Liobr uw, there 1s Chriſt the Dana- 
*« tor of it, which is all we ſay. (Thus far R.'B ) 
And in fol. 64. he contefl-th, * An univerſal ma- 
« nifc ſtation of the Holy Spirit in every one, 
* and that he that bclicveth in the Light belic- 
«yeth in Chriſt, tor where the Ligbr. of Chriſt is, 
« there is Chriſt bimſclf, compared with fol, 65, 
[ Thusfar R, B. ] Wherein I hope F. N. and he 
are agreed, wiz. That this Divine Light in Man 
js of the very Nature, Subſtance and Eſſence of 
God, and his dear and only begotten Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, And therefore I wiſh F. N, would be 
ſo Charitable and tender as not to ſtudy either to 
make or widen bift-rences or Breach-s, in point 
of Judgment where they are not ia reality, if 
Matters b< impartially and truly lookt jato and 
compare, 

2. Put'R. B, ſuppoſcs a Spiritual Bedy of Chriſt, 
(or Principle) which, favs he, we call Vehiculum 
Dei, wherein God as Father, Son and Spirit dwells, 
(or appear in Man, as. he unlerſtards) and what 
then ? js this cither to deny God or a Light df 
his Divine Eflznce to be in Man, when it grants, 
*« God, both as Father, Son and Spirit, to be im 
* \-cha Divine Principle asis in Man ? yea, that 
© Chriſt the Eternal Word, -which was with God 
* 2nd was God,thus dwells in us, fol. 334+ which 
R. B, ailds to the words before cited by F. N, as 
gainft him , wherein he truly ſuppoſes, that 
Chriſt as in a Szed, or inſucha Love (or Media: 
tory) appearance in M-n, may be prefſcd, cruci- 
hed and (lain, as to them who are Faid to cruciſic 
the Lord of Life afreſh uno themſelves, yet not as to 
his 
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his own intire Exiſtence or Being, nor as he is the 
Omaipotent God ; . for tho* Chrift be a Lamb, 
and aſperſcd an: crucified to many by their Ini- 
quities, he is alſo a Lion, and hath power to ſtir 
up his ftrength- even in Man when he pleaſes. 
And for the Seed of Eternal 1 ife to be ſ-wn in us, 
and that the Lord would raiſe up bis Power in as, 
theſe are not new, nor uncouth Exprefſions, bur 
prayed for even in the Liturgy of the Church of 

England. 
As to his words, which we call Vehiculum Det, 
(ſpeaking of the Spiritual Body of Chriſt) 1 con- 
ceive he ſpeaks in condeſcention in the Perſon of 
ſome of the learned Writers or Philoſophers who 
have uſed thoſe Terms, and not in the Perſon of 
the People called Quakers, who are nt only e- 
ficem'd an illiterate Peop'e, but are a plain, fim- 
ple, innocent People, who moſt affett plain Scri- 
pture-Language, without any School Glofſes, or 
Nice Diftinttions , to deck, adorn, or illuſtrate 
their Chriftian Profeſſion of Chrift or of his Di- 
vine Light withia , and many Thouſands may 
not underſtand the terms, Vebiculum Dei, lnter- 
mediate Being, {nor the word [dea's, ſo much uled 
by F. N.) Nor is J:ſus Chriſt Preacht among us 
under thoſe: terms, but in Scripture-term3, both 
as he is truly God, and as he is the one Mediator 
between God and Men, even the Man Chiift Je- 
ſus, as having an inward hght, ſenſe and know- 
ledge of him by his. Divine Light, Spirit, Life 
and Power ; ſo 25 we ſhall not need to fall out a- 
bout the Names thereof, but prize the Excellen- 
cy of -the Knowledge of Chrift Jeſus our Lord a- 
bove all the World's Wiſlom, natural and ac- 
quired. Knowledge and Learning, for in him ace 
all the hidden- Treaſures of true Wiſdom and 
Knowlelge. We who are a plain, fimple-heart- 
ed People, who are contentwith what God has 
be- 
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beſtowed upon us, are not willisg to trouble our 
heads with curious Notions, nor with intricate, 
ſchool Definitians and Diftinitians about Words 
and Names, having an inward feeling of the 
principal thing , the rout of the matter in» 
tended. 

5. Concerning R+ B.'s ſpeaking, of the Spiritual 
Body of Chrijt, as a heavenly, inviſible and Diving 
Principle, and believing God as Farber, Son and. Syi- 
rit dwclis therein, and are to be known and recei- 
ved thercin ; 1 think F. N. has no great reaſon 
to difter with him therein, much leſs to ſuppoſe 
thence , that he or we conclude , the Divine 
Light, or 45y/@, mention'd Fob. 1. but a meer 
Creature, And confidering that Dottrin of the 
Spiritual Body of Chrift is that which R. B. in- 
tends in all his Diſconcſe of that Subjea, F. Nor- 
ris himſelf cannot oppoſe, bur rather, grants the 
probability thereof ( and then where's the Con- 
troverſic ? )- For which take a view of his own 
words, p. 38%. uff Treat. viz. ** Whether there be 
«* any ſech thing as Vebiculum Det,or Spiritual Body 
« of Chrift, (which is a Notion ſeveral learned 
&« Men both before and fince the appearance of 
« Quakeriſm have cntercain'd upon the reading 
* the 6th Chapter of St. Fobn) I have neither 
*« Cauſe nor Mind at preſent to diſpute, p. 38. 
1ſt Treat, And to the ſame purpoſe he writes 
more fully and ingeniouſly in his ſecond Trea- 
tiſc, p. 17. Which therefore I may here recite 
in his own words, viz. © And here, inthe fartt 
{* place, | ſhall be (0 free and ingenuous as to de- 
{© clarc, that I ſhall not ftand with them concern- 
« ing any of the Frve firſt Propefitions, which may 
** be all true, tur ought | know to the contrary. 
* Particularly 4 ſhall not ſtand with them con- 
« cerning, the Spiritual Body of Chriſt, as diftin& 
«* from that Natural Body wherein he was incar- 

* nate 
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« nate of the Virgin Mey: There may be ſuch 4 
« thing for ought I know, or am able to ſhew 
** to the contrary, and 1 know,that ſeveral among, 
© the Ancients have been of this opinion, alledg- 
« ing for its foundativn the ſixth Chapter of 
« St. Jobn, which, to confeſs the truth, ſeems to 
« favour it not a little, And this Hypotheſis has 
© been of late to the great ſurpriſe and amuſe- 
« ment of the ſtiffer and feverer ſort of Divines, 
«* re-adranced by a perſon of ſingular Note and 
« Eminence in our Church, who makes uſe of it 
© to ſalve and maintain the Doftrin of the Real 
« Preſence, ſoppoſing that while the Bodies of 
*« the Communicants feed upon the grofier Ele- 
©© ments of Bread and Wine, their Souls (as ma- 
© ny of them as are hely thſpoſed) do take in and 
« feed upon this Divine and Spirit#«sl Body of 
*« Chrift, which ſtrengthens and nouriſhes their 
* Inner Man, and becomes to them 4 Priaciple of 
« Regeneration and Spiritual Life, as you may ſec 
© more fully deduced in his Diſcourſe of the Rea! 
« Preſence, particularly in the firft and ſixth Chap- 
* ters of that Treatiſe, 1 ſhall not therefore, 1 
« ſay, contend with them concerning' the Spiritual 
« Body of Chriſt, either as to its Exiftence, or 
* as to this its Uſe, whether there be ſuch thing, 
* or whether it be the Principle of Regeneration and 
«Spiritual Life to the Saints : They may be both 
*true, for. ought 1 know, 1 ſee nothing abſurd, 
« ar ſo much asimprobable in them; and as Ido 
* not ſurrender up my full aſſent to what 1 can- 
© not demonſtrate to be true, ſoneither do 1 care 
* torundown and condemn ſuch Principles which 
« 1 cannot prove to be falſe. (Thus far F. N.) 
It may not be amiſs here, to inſert thoſe 5 fr 
Pre before mentioned, which he has lup- 

ed from our friend R, B. &c. and which he 
declared he ſball not ſtand with us concerning any of 


them, 


(,16 ) 


them, . for 1bat they may be all true, for owoht be Inows 
t0 the contrary. 

Prop. 1, P+ 14, 15. © They (meaning the .Qua- 
* ers) ſuppoſe, that the Spiritual Life, or the 
© Life of Holineſs and Grace, is a Subſtantial 
«© Life, even as the Life of Vegetation, the Life 
«* of Senſation, and the Life of Reaſon are all 
©« ſubftantial. 

2. * They ſuppoſe, that this Subſtantial Life 
« js by the Vital Union of the Soul with ſome 
** body-or vuthers 

3- * They ſuppoſe, that this Body in the Vi- 
© tal Union of the Soul, with which Spiritual 
« Life does conhiſt, is a certain» Divine or Celeſtial 
« Body, even as the Natural Life does confift in 
« the Vital: Union of the Soul witha Natural or 
« Terreftrial Body of the common Elementary 
©« Confſiſtence, 

4» ©* They ſuppoſe, that Chriſt had two Bodies 
« of adiſtin& Original, and of a different Con- 
* texture, Cc, -- 4 Body which he took from the 
&« Virgin Mary, and 4 Body in which his Soul exift- 
« eq long before he took flcſh of the Virgin. 

Theſe are the very words of Mr. Barclay, To 
the Queſtion of his a'lverlary, //ad Chriſt rwo Bo- 
dies ? He anſwers, Yes 3 and let him deny it if 
he dare, without contraditting the Scripture, Job. 
E. 58; Chriſt ſpeaks of his fleſh which came down 
from Heaven 4 but this was not the Fleſh he took 
from the Virgin Mary, for that came not down 
from Heaven, but be had a Spiritual Body, in 
which his Soul exifted long before he took Flcſh of 
the Virgin. 

s. * They ſuppoſe, that this latter, ee Spirt- 
©« tual Body of Chrift, is that Divine or Celeſtial Bo- 
©« & in the Vital Union of the Soul, with which 
« our Spiritual Life, or our Liie of Grace does 
« conſiſt, &c, That this is that heavenly Mun 

© that 
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© that living Bread diſcourſed of in the 6th of 
« St. Fobn, that Divine Aliment upon which the 
« Saints do feed, and whereby they are nouriſhed 
« unto Everlatting Lite. 

Obj. The premiles (of the whole foregoing mat- 
ters) ſeriou fy cor.fidered and compared, where's 
the great difterence between F. N, and R.B.? 

1, The one confeſſeth the Divine, Subftantial 
Eſſence and Nature of the Deity to be that Light 
which is in Men. 

The other confeſſeth God, as Father, Son, and 
Spirit, to be.the Light in Men, and to be in that 
Seed, Principle,or Spiritual Body of Chrift which 
is (in ſome degree) in all Men, 

2. The one confefleth the Divine Light of the 
Word that was with God to be in all Men. 

The other confefſeth Chriſt, who is that Word, 
to be in all Men, in ſome meaſure. 

3. The one confeſſeth the Spiritual Body of 
Chrift,(conſequent!y Chriſt's being in that Body ) 
The other cannot deny it, but rather afſents to it. 

4. Both confeſs the Light of Chriſt within to 
be a Divine, Subſtantial Lighe and Truth. 

5, They differ not about the Divine Eflence 
of the Light. as being of the Nature and Beiag 
of God and Chrift, as he is the Divine Word or 
Logos, but ſomewhat about the mode or manner 
of its Being, ( Diſcovery and Reception) as in 
Man \, The one fuppoſcth the very Efence and 
Subſtance of the Deity to be intimately united to 
our Minds; And the other, that 'tis i= us as Jn 
a Mediam, i. &. in the Spiritual Budy of Chriſt, 
(which is rather afſentcd unto than oppoled ) or 
in and through Chrift as Mediator ; for thercin 
he is God's Servant, (moſt eminent) and our $4- 
wviour, See Nai. 42. 1,6,7. ch. 49. 6, th. 52.13- 
& 53.11, Zech, 3.8. 

6, But the main my That F, ay 

- ikes 
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likes and condemns is (in A. B. and G, X;) their 
making the Spiritual Body of Chriſt to be the Light 
within , p. 15, Treat, 2d. Concerning which, 
ard his ſaying, That not even the Soul of Feſus 
Chriſt -- micb leſs bis Spiritual Boly can ever be 4 
Light ro the Mind of Man, p. 23+ Treat. 2d, | 
ask him if any ſpiricual part of Jeſus Chriſt, 
wherein he is received and knowable in Man, can 
be truly aid to be fio Light to the Mind or Soul 
of Man ? How then lays Chriſt himſclf, / am the 
Light of th: World , 1 am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; No man cometh unto the Firher, but by me ? 
Joh. 14. I could draw ſtrange conſequences on 
F.N, in this matter, but chule at preſent to be 
ſparing, 

To conclude this Compariſon for reconcile- 
ment. Although R. B. and F. N.: acknowledge 
Chriſt the Livine Word, or a5y@, to be the 
Light within, even that Light which enlightens 
all Men, the one ſuppoſeth *ris as in the ſpiritual 
Body of Chriſt ; and the other cannot tell , he 
knows not but there may he ſuch a thing ; How- 
ever both confeſs the I ight to be @ Jubſt anna! 
Ligly, of the Divine Effence and Nature of the 
Deity, 

I think in the main the difference is not very 
great 3; not ſo great as to deſerve ſuch ſevere Re- 
flettions and Reproach from F. Norris > AS, That 


the Notion of the Light within , according as ihe | 


Quakers explain and repreſent it, ts veally ridiculous 
enourh to make the Patrans o] it 0. and wel deſerves 
all the ſcorn and contempt that is cajl upon it, p. 3, 4. 
Treat. 2. 

Kut I muſt take leave to tell Lim, I cannot be- 
licve this his Reproach and Contempt which he 
hath caſt on us and our Notion, (as he calls it) 
nor that it can any ways hecome his Profethon, 
cither thus to gratitie Scorners and Contemaners, 

or 
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or thus to teach the wicked their way, who ſcorn 
and contemn Keligion and Truth z but rather 
I take it, that he writ this ſcorntul and contenin= 
ing Paſſage ayainſt us very inconliderately, and 
from a groundle:'s Pallion; of which- the Lord 
make hm truly ſentbl-, /and forgive him. } And 
allo of his undue, ccntorions and Icurrilous de- 
traction, viz. That tbe Curkers only Cant in jome 
looſe gnd gencral. Expreſſion. about the L1oht, which 
they confirm with the Authority of $1, John's Go peh, 
thy" they und: ſtand neither one nar 4 ouber, Þ. 44, 
Herein he was too cenſorious ; we know in whom 
we have bclicved, {we thank God) and what in- 
ward ſenſe and experience we have of his Light 
and Grace in our Hcearts for Life and $Salvat.on 
from Sin and Death : and what real change and 
reformation it has wrought and brought furth 
in us, in Life and Convertation'; Eletle'l be the 
Lord 'our, God for ever : Yca, we can fincerely 
lay , Glory be to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Ani ſeeing F, N. ſaith, That to the like. purpoſe, 


Mr, Keith , anotber of their moſt confuder able Wri- 


ters, ſpeaking of the Seed of God, jainb, Kc, by 
his words, ta the like purpoſe, he means, like as 
R. B. hath declared avyuut the Spiritual body of 
Chriſt, &C, 

To which I ſay then, what has been faid for 
R.B, nthe caſe, may ſerve for Anſwer to him 
abuut G. K- Howb-it, that Faithful Min, K. &. 
being gore to his relt, and nut here to aalwer 
for himſelf, I was the more concerned to take 
notice of him, agd ot his own Exxplications in this 
Matter, It may he R. Vickzris (or ſome clic) may. 
find cauſe to anſwer F. N.'s two .Treatiſes more 
particularly an. fully for themſclvgs ; but that 1 
leave, | 

What J. X, faith, .* That tg be a Light to the 

x CA « Mind 
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F Mind of Man, is to be to it the Principle of 
« UnAer franding, to farniſh it with Idea's, and 
« to he the in1m*(Hnate Ohj-tt of its Conception, 
«;mm--liately preſent to the Mind, and to have 
« the whole perfettion of being the I[dea's of all 
& things, ant to be an Univerſal Repreſenta- 
Krive, which conditions { eſpecially the laft ) 
*% no creature either has or can poſſibly have ; 
& and therefore no creature i3 able to be a Light 
* to the Son} of Man, p. 23. Treat. 2. 

Theſe Propofttions we ſhall not need to di- 
ſpute, nor oppoſe. the Inference, which iffets 
nor our Principle of the Divine and increated 
Light of God and Chriſt in Man, and therefore 
ſhall not need to examine 7}. N.'s large Philoſo- 
phical Demonſtrations of the ſame , Propoliti- 
ons being not denicd, but the ſame in effeft al. 
ſerted by R, B. In his concluding it, © A meer 
© Calumny forany one to ſay, That the Cuakers 
« Exhort People to belicve in a meer Creatore, 
Apil. 798, Belides, where ſuch Creatures as the 
Saints im Chrift were called the Ligke of. the 
World, and the Selt of the Earth, and choſe that 
were ſometimes Darknef;, were hecyme Light in 
the Lor4 when converted, they were ſuch not of 
themſelves, nor as meer Creatures, but as join- 
ed and united unto (an1 made partakers of ) 
Chriſt Jeſus, ant to Gold in bim, who was their 
Light, their Life, and Salvation, and that hea- 
vetily: Salt that Fafoncd and anAtifi-d them. And 
if- they were Light tm the Lord, who was their 
Li9bt,” much more Chit Jeſus, who is the Foun- 
tain of Hivine Liphtrand Univerſal NMufmination, 
in whoſe Light /and'apt as in a Ereature) Men 
ought to beFReve, Mt they njay be Children of 
the Lizht: * 444 although we believe in God, 
through Jeſus Chrift, and'tis throygh hith as 
on? 'Mediater; that our: Faith {s trily in God, 

; and 
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and not withont reſpe& to Chrift, and living 
Faith in him, he being the Author of our Li- 
ving and Divine Faith, who ſaid, Te believe in 
God, believe alſo in me, Joh. 14. 1. 

Tis evident, that accordingly R. B. teftifies 
unto Jeſus Chrift the Son of God, both as God 
and Man, Creator and Mediator, ſaying, ( Apot. 
P. 274, 275:) 1+. © That Word that was in the 
** Beginning with God, and was God, by whom all 
« things were made, Tc, and that this is that Je- 
«* ſus Chriſt by whom God created al) things; by 
« whom and for whom all things were created 
« that are in Heaven and Earth, fc. Col. 1. 16. 
® Who therefure is called the Firſt-born of every 
«Creature, Col. 1. 15, As then that infinite 
* and incomprehenſible Fountain of Life and Mo- 
&« tion appeareth in the Creatures, by his awn E. 
&« ternal Word and Power. 2. © So noCreature 
* has acceſs again unto him, hut in and by the 
* Son, according to his own expreſs words. See 
«© Mart, 11.27. Luk? 10.22. fob.14.6. Hence he is 
© fitly called the Mediator hetwixt God and 
* Man, &c. And that there is no knowledge of 
« the Father, but by the Son, and that he is the 
* only Mediator, p. 365. 


FUSE SCRIES. 


Friend, Fobs Norris, 
N the ſerious peruſal of the Controverfie, 

1, I do not find, that thor haſt exalted 

the Divine Light of God, and his dear Son, more 
than the People called Cxaters, yet am glad thou 
haft exalted it ſo much as thou haft done, beyond 
many (if not moſt ) .of thy Brethren ; and 1 tru- 
ly wiſh thy mind may be turned inco it, and kept 
in it, out of allfleſhly Wiſgom and Imaginations, 
that 
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that thou maycft feel true Divine Life, Power 
and Wiſdom. in it , -as well as have a Notion of 
it. | 

2. | do not ſee but our Friends exalt Jeſus 
Chrilt, as Mcdiator bctwixt Gi.d and Men, more 
than thy lelf ; For which pleaſe to conlider, 

t, Thy /uppſeng the very Eſ-mce and Subſtance of 
the Deity 10 be [0 intimately wiited to our Minds, as 
that there can bs no Melium berveen (50d and the Crea+ 
ure, P. 22, Iicat. 1. p. S. Treat. 2. 

2. Thy: ſJuppoſung the Light within to be a Man's 
natural and orfinzry way of Underſtanding, and (ay- 
ing, This is Keaſon, this is Conſcience, (ſpeaking 
of the Light) p. 22. & 55. Tr.1- [ This [think 
contra licks the foregoing Suppoſition« Only it 
ſezms to be qualify) with thy meaning no more than 
hat this (ths Light) is that whereby 1 perform as 
of Reaſon and 2Ts of Conſcience, May not R. B. be 
as caſily reconciled atout the Light, and the Spiri- 
ewal By of Chriſt, thinkeft thou ? ] 

5. Thy ſuppoſing, that n-ither the Soul of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, nor þis Spiritual Boly, can ever be a Light 
to the Mind of Man, p. 23. Ir: 2. 

In thele three Suppoſitions, may not I ſuppoſe 
thou leaveſt no room fur Jeſus Chriſt as Media- 
tor, in any degree in Men ? Or haſt thou not on- 
ly taid as much h=-rcin, as one called! a Deiſt may 
ſay, without rclatiqn to Jcſus Chriſt, as maniteſt 
in levoral GEErees, © appearances and opcrations 
in Man, as we truly feel him and confers him ? 

Yet I fill confels thou haſt ſuppogd and pro- 
feſt many general-Truths in thy Beoks in reſpctt 
th the Divine. Light within ; As, 

« That to be a&tnally enlighten'd by this Light, 
« is the'Univerſat Eenehe of all Men, yea, of all 
« the Latclligent Creation, p. 23, 

« That *cis the Effential Truth of God, — yet 
« that it does-not formally enlighten or inftrutt 

TTY ar «me, 
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* me, but when 1 attend to it, and conſult it, We, 
p. 24+ 

© That in thy account, it (the Divine Light) 
« is the very Efence and Subſtance of the Deity, 
« exhibitive of AU Truth, p. 35. 

« On Fob. 1, 4. In bim was Life, and the ' ife was 
&« the Licht of Men ; that if the Propolition be 
* uncerſtood formally, then ic proves, that 'tis 
« not only a Subſtance, but alſo a Divine Sub» 
« ſtance, ſtrittly ſpeaking even the very Eſſence 
« of the Deity, &c. p. 49. 

* Not that I would be thought to deny the Di- 
© vine Light to be Grace, as to the certain de- 
« orees of it; ſo far from that, that I think it to 
« be the greateſt Grace of God, that is with re- 
« ſpect to the degrees of it, &c. p. 46. 

« 1 inthis very Book-- as well as in the whole 
© courſe of my other Writings upon this occaſion, 
* do all along earneftly contend, that this internal 
« Light is no other than the very Eſſence and 
© Subſtance of God, &e. p. 53, 54. [Thus far 
thou F, N.] with much more of tke ſame im- 

"rt. 
| Now, Friend, (F. N.) Hadft thou only in- 
liſted on theſe Truths, and let the People of Ged 
called Q wak-rs alone, and not reproacht them 
with Grefneſs, Confuſion, &c. it had ſaved both 
thy ſelf and us farther trouble : I would not have 
thee reproach or vilifie us any further, but ſeri- 
ouſly with the Light of. Truth conſult and conh- 
nhder what will make moſt for thy own inward 
Peace and quiet Life, and if thou art refletted on 
by any of thy. Brethren or Society for confeſting 
the true Light, let not that be a Temptation to 
thee to evade Truth or reproach us. Many of thy 
Brethren of the Clergy might ſee and confeſs 
more of the Divine Light in Man than they do, if 
Avarice , Preaching for Hire, Filthy Lucre, 
Great 
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Great Livings, and Worldly Preferments did not 
blind their Eyes, cloud their Underſtandings and 
Choak the Good Secd in them 5 theretore have a 
care theredt, ; 

Our Teftimony- for the Divine Light, may: be 
farther ſecn:in many . of our, ancient Friends 
Writings , as: Samuel Fiſhey $ large Book z Enti 
tuled, Ruftrous ad Academicos, and many of Gen 
Fox's Books, and Willien Dewsbery's Works,(with 
divers others ) 'tq: whigh 1 refer thee 5: by 
to the Divme Light (confels? d), in thy Jef}; for 
Inforrmation and a right Underftanding : Wer: 
I defire the Lord to give thee 3 Whoram 


London, the 22d A real: Friend 'to thy 
7 Mo. 169% Sowt , and a Well- 
wiſher to thee, and 

al Mien, 


G. W. birebend, 


8 0'O K 8 Primed fr Tho. Northcott, ia Georges 
yard in Lombard-treet. 
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